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ABSTRACT

Social Studies (IPS) learning in primary and secondary education has a strategic role in shaping the character and social
awareness of students. IPS does not only convey theoretical knowledge about social phenomena, but also functions to shape
students’ sensitivity, critical attitudes, and behavior in dealing with social problems that they encounter every day. By learning
IPS, students are invited to understand important values, such as humanity, social justice, and responsibility towards the
environment. This study uses a literature review method by utilizing data obtained entirely from various written sources, such
as books, research journals, previous research reports, and other literature relevant to the research topic. The focus of this study
is to understand the Role of IPS Learning in Building Students' Social Awareness. Social Studies (IPS) learning in primary and
secondary education has a strategic role in shaping students' character and building high social awareness. Through an
interactive, contextual, and integrative approach, IPS learning not only aims to convey theoretical knowledge, but also develops
students' abilities to understand, analyze, and contribute to solving social problems around them. By linking social studies
learning topics to the immediate environment, students are invited to recognize social problems around them and find relevant
solutions. For example, in discussing environmental issues such as waste management or deforestation, students can be invited
to conduct observations or community-based projects in their environment. Social Studies (IPS) learning has an important role
in shaping students' social awareness. Through various learning materials and activities, IPS helps students understand the
relationship between individuals, society, and the environment. With a relevant and contextual approach, students are invited
to recognize social problems, understand diversity, and develop empathy and responsibility towards their community. This
learning not only builds social insight, but also instills values of togetherness and tolerance that support the creation of a
harmonious community life.

Keywords: Social studies learning in building student awareness.

A. INTRODUCTION
Social Science (IPS) learning in primary and secondary education has a strategic role in

shaping the character and social awareness of students. Social studies not only conveys
theoretical knowledge about social phenomena, but also functions to shape the sensitivity,
critical attitude, and behavior of students in dealing with social problems that they
encounter daily. By studying social studies, students are invited to understand important
values, such as humanity, social justice, and responsibility for the environment. In this
context, social studies has a very important goal, namely to build a generation that is not
only intellectually intelligent but also has high social concern and is able to play a positive
role in society. However, the effectiveness of social studies learning in schools is often
hampered by various challenges, such as the lack of relevance of the material to the real
lives of students, learning methods that are less varied and innovative, and limited
opportunities for students to gain direct experience in applying these social values. To
overcome these challenges, more interactive, contextual, and integrative approaches are
needed in social studies learning.

An interactive approach can increase students' activeness and participation in learning.
Teachers can use a variety of methods, such as group discussions, simulations, role-plays,
or case studies that allow students to learn collaboratively. For example, in discussing topics
about democracy or social justice, teachers can invite students to participate in simulated
hearings or debates, where they play the role of parliamentarians or community leaders
discussing certain issues. Through this simulation, students will not only understand the

concepts of democracy and justice, but also gain communication, negotiation, and
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argumentation skills that are important in community life. This interactive method can
make social studies learning more lively and help students feel the relevance of the material
to their lives.

In addition, the contextual approach focuses on relating social studies materials to the
students' immediate environment, so that they can understand and apply social concepts in
their daily lives. This approach can be achieved by adapting the material to the issues that
are being faced by the surrounding community, such as environmental problems or social
welfare in the environment around the school. For example, when discussing
environmental issues, teachers can invite students to learn about environmental problems
that they encounter on a daily basis, such as waste management, water pollution, or illegal
tree felling. By making observations or making simple projects, students can directly
observe the impact of the problem and practice critical thinking to find solutions. This
contextual approach teaches that social problems are not only abstract problems that are
far from them, but also something real and require real action from the community,
including from the students themselves.

An integrative approach is also important in social studies learning, which combines
social studies with other disciplines to strengthen students' understanding of complex
social concepts. For example, in studying environmental topics, teachers may incorporate
knowledge from science subjects to help students understand the ecological impacts of
human behavior, or relate it to economic studies to study the economic impacts of
environmental degradation. In addition, Indonesian can be used to train students to write
critical essays or reports on social issues they have studied. This integrative approach
enriches students' insights, because they see that a social problem cannot be solved with
just one point of view, but requires a thorough understanding and involves various fields of
knowledge. This builds students' awareness that social life is very complex and requires
multidisciplinary skills to be able to solve existing problems.

With the application of these approaches, the main goal of social studies learning, which
is to build high social awareness, can be achieved more effectively. Social awareness in
social studies includes the ability of students to recognize social problems around them,
think critically about various situations, and have empathy and care to the condition of
others. In addition, social studies also teaches the importance of respecting differences,
fostering tolerance, and developing a positive attitude towards diversity in society. When
discussing poverty, inequality, or social conflict, students are invited to understand these
conditions with a broader perspective, recognize the factors that affect the situation, and
reflect on fair and wise solutions. This will foster empathy and high concern for others,
which is very important in building a harmonious and just society.

To support the achievement of this goal, teachers can implement several learning
practices that are concrete and in accordance with the needs of the younger generation. For
example, teachers can assign community-based project assignments, where students are
asked to identify and study social issues in their neighborhood, such as environmental
cleanliness, healthy lifestyles, or cultural diversity in the school environment. By involving
learners in these projects, they not only gain theoretical understanding, but also hands-on

experience that deepens their understanding. In addition, the use of digital technology can
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help make learning more interesting and relevant for the younger generation. Teachers can
use documentary videos, social simulation applications, or online discussion platforms to
enrich social studies learning materials. This technology allows students to get more
information, connect with sources of information outside the classroom, and develop a
global insight into social issues.

In addition, cross-cultural learning can be applied in social studies to teach universal
values such as tolerance, cooperation, and respect for differences. Students can be invited
to get to know other cultures or learn about social situations in other countries through the
learning materials presented. This is important in an era of globalization that demands the
ability of learners to coexist with people from different backgrounds and understand that
every individual or group has differences that need to be respected. Thus, social studies can
play a role more than just an academic subject. Social studies can be a means for students
to understand themselves as part of a wider society, as well as to shape their character into
caring, empathetic, and responsible individuals in building a better future for themselves
and society as a whole.

In conclusion, by employing an interactive, contextual, and integrative methodology,
coupled with the advantages afforded by digital technology and the enriching experience of
cross-cultural learning, the educational process of social studies can be significantly
enhanced, thereby leading to a more profound development of students' social
consciousness and awareness. This multifaceted approach not only enables learners to
acquire a more nuanced and comprehensive understanding of the various social issues that
pervade our communities, but it also cultivates critical thinking skills, fosters empathy, and
empowers them to actively engage in addressing and resolving the social challenges that
exist within their immediate environments. Equipped with this heightened awareness and
essential skill set, it is anticipated that the youth of today will be better prepared to navigate
the complexities and intricacies of an ever-evolving society, while also taking on a proactive
role in the pursuit of establishing a just, harmonious, and sustainable future for all.
Ultimately, the combination of innovative educational strategies and technological tools
serves as a catalyst for nurturing socially responsible individuals who are committed to
making a positive impact in their communities and beyond.

. METODE / METHOD
In the context of this scholarly investigation, the methodology employed for the

literature review is meticulously centered around the systematic collection and analysis of
data that has been exclusively acquired from a diverse array of written resources, which
include but are not limited to, academic books, peer-reviewed research journals,
comprehensive reports of prior research findings, and other pertinent literature that is
directly relevant to the overarching theme of the research topic under consideration. The
primary objective of this research endeavor is to gain a profound understanding of the
pivotal Role that Social Studies Learning plays in cultivating a heightened sense of Social
Awareness among students, thereby facilitating their development as informed and
engaged members of society.
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The execution of this study is conducted through a thorough examination of various
concepts and theoretical frameworks that are robustly supported by the existing body of
literature, particularly focusing on articles and journals that have been rigorously published
in the field. Prior to embarking on the analytical phase, the researcher takes diligent steps
to ascertain the validity and relevance of the information sources that have been selected
for inclusion in the study, ensuring that only the most credible and pertinent data informs
the findings. In terms of its fundamental characteristics, this research is categorized as
descriptive research, which seeks to provide a detailed account of the phenomena being
investigated, rather than merely establishing causal relationships.

Once the researcher has successfully compiled and organized the data along with the
relevant literature sources, a comprehensive analysis is conducted with the aim of
synthesizing the information in order to draw well-founded and insightful conclusions that
contribute meaningfully to the field of study. The findings derived from this meticulous
process are intended to illuminate the critical connections between social studies education
and the development of social consciousness among students, thereby enriching our
understanding of the educational landscape. Ultimately, the insights gained from this
research endeavor have the potential to inform educators, policymakers, and stakeholders
about the significance of social studies in fostering a socially aware and responsible
citizenry. In conclusion, this study not only aims to advance academic discourse but also
aspires to have a lasting impact on educational practices and student engagement in societal
issues.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The education of Social Science (IPS) at both primary and secondary levels plays a pivotal

and strategic role in not only shaping the moral and ethical character of students but also in
fostering a heightened social awareness that is crucial for their development as informed
citizens. By employing an interactive, contextual, and integrative pedagogical approach, the
learning of social studies transcends the mere transmission of theoretical knowledge; it is
designed to cultivate in students a profound ability to understand, critically analyze, and
actively engage in addressing the myriad social challenges that exist in their immediate
environments and beyond. Empirical evidence gathered from the implementation of these
innovative educational approaches reveals a multitude of positive effects, particularly in
enhancing student engagement, ensuring the relevance of the educational material to their
real-life experiences, enriching their mastery of interdisciplinary knowledge, and
reinforcing the core values that constitute the character of the students. Overall, this
comprehensive and multifaceted approach to social science education significantly
contributes to the holistic development of students, equipping them with the necessary
skills and insights to navigate and positively impact the complex social landscapes they
inhabit.

The interactive approach has been proven to be effective in increasing student activity
during the learning process. Through methods such as group discussions, simulations, role-
playing, and case studies, students are invited to be actively involved in learning. For
example, when discussing the concept of democracy, students can be involved in a
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simulated session where they play the role of parliamentarians discussing social issues. This
activity not only makes learning more lively, but also trains communication, critical
thinking, and collaboration skills. In addition, this approach allows learners to understand
abstract concepts in real life through hands-on experience. In this way, social studies
becomes more than just a theoretical subject; Social studies is a medium for students to
practice social values in situations that resemble the reality of life.

The contextual approach also plays an important role in ensuring the relevance of the
material to the daily lives of learners. By associating social studies learning topics with the
nearest environment, students are invited to recognize the social problems around them
and find relevant solutions. For example, in discussing environmental issues such as waste
management or deforestation, students can be invited to conduct observations or
community-based projects in their environment. This activity allows them to see the direct
impact of social problems and develop critical thinking skills in formulating concrete
solutions. This approach also builds awareness that social problems are not only abstract,
but real and require the contribution of every individual, including those who are part of
society.

The integrative approach, which combines social studies with other fields of science,
provides an additional dimension in students' understanding of social issues. This approach
emphasizes that social problems are often complex and require solutions that involve
multiple perspectives. For example, in the topic of climate change, learners can use science
knowledge to understand the ecological impacts of human behavior, utilize economic
insights to analyze financial losses due to environmental damage, and relate it to Indonesian
lessons to practice critical report or opinion writing skills. With this integrative approach,
students are trained to see the interconnectedness between fields of knowledge, which
ultimately enriches their understanding of social problems and trains multidisciplinary
thinking skills.

Another significant outcome of the application of these approaches is increased social
awareness and empathy of learners. Through social studies learning, students are invited
to understand issues such as poverty, social inequality, intercultural conflicts, or other
global problems. In this process, students not only learn to understand basic concepts, but
are also invited to reflect on the conditions of the society around them, recognize the factors
that affect the situation, and think of fair and thoughtful solutions. With this approach, social
studies learning becomes a means to instill universal values such as justice, tolerance, and
respect for differences.

However, the effectiveness of social studies learning still faces various challenges. One of
the main challenges is the lack of innovation in teaching methods. Many teachers still use
lecture methods that tend to make students passive. In addition, the limitation of learning
resources, such as teaching materials that are not relevant to the context of students' lives,
is also an obstacle. To overcome this challenge, the use of digital technology is a promising
solution. Teachers can use digital media, such as documentary videos, social simulation
applications, or online discussion platforms, to make learning more engaging and relevant
for learners. This technology also allows learners to gain broader insights, connect with

global information, and develop 21st century skills needed in the modern era.
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In addition, a cross-cultural learning approach can be an effective strategy in teaching
universal values. Through cross-cultural learning, students are invited to understand the
social situation in other countries or get to know different cultures. It is important to instill
a sense of tolerance and respect for diversity, especially in an era of globalization that
demands the ability to coexist with diverse backgrounds. In this way, social studies learning
not only shapes learners to become intellectually intelligent individuals, but also builds
their character into caring, empathetic, and responsible individuals.

Overall, the results of the application of interactive, contextual, and integrative
approaches show that social studies learning can be an effective means to build a young
generation that is aware of its role in society. Through a combination of innovative and
relevant learning strategies, social studies can help participants Educate not only
understands social concepts, but also develops skills to contribute to creating a more just,
harmonious, and sustainable society.

. CONCLUSION

The discipline of Social Science, often referred to as IPS, plays an undeniably crucial role
in the comprehensive development of students' social consciousness and awareness of the
world around them. By engaging with a diverse array of educational materials and
participatory activities, social studies equips students with the necessary tools to
comprehend the intricate relationships that exist between individuals, the broader society,
and the natural environment that encompasses us all. By employing a relevant and
contextually rich approach to learning, students are encouraged to critically recognize and
analyze various social issues, appreciate the richness of diversity, and cultivate a deep sense
of empathy and responsibility towards their respective communities. This educational
experience not only enhances students' social insights but also fosters the fundamental
values of unity and tolerance, which are essential pillars that support the establishment and
maintenance of a harmonious and cohesive community life. Moreover, the skills and
attitudes developed through social science education empower students to actively
participate in civic life, advocating for social justice and contributing positively to the
collective well-being of society. Ultimately, the profound impact of social science learning
extends beyond the classroom, shaping informed citizens who are equipped to engage
thoughtfully with the complexities of contemporary social challenges.
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